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RED NOSE DAY 
Statement 

HON LORNA HARPER (East Metropolitan) [5.35 pm]: I will be as brief as I possibly can. Tomorrow is 
Red Nose Day. For people who do not know, Red Nose Day is the fundraising day for sudden infant death syndrome. 
It is quite a triggering subject but it is an important one. A lot of us have had children and we have learnt over the 
years how to put our children to bed, how it is important to have no blankets or pillows, be on their back, tucked 
in, down the bottom—the whole works. The funds that have been raised over the last 30 years have resulted in an 
incredible 85 per cent reduction in sudden infant deaths. That is over 11 000 little lives that have been saved over 
that time. That is fantastic. Red Nose Day is a global movement and it has helped put a lot of money into research 
to come up with ways we can protect our children. There are six evidence-based steps that parents can do to reduce 
the risk.  
This really would not be possible without people supporting Red Nose Day. There is much more to be done. More 
than 3 000 babies still die suddenly and unexpectedly each year in Australia. We lose them to stillbirths and SIDS, 
amongst other things. Every little dollar that we can put in will go towards more research to try to find out what 
we can do reduce that figure and hopefully stop this syndrome one day. I am here tonight to put the pinch on all 
members. We are all very well remunerated in this chamber, so I am sure a donation of $50 or more to Red Nose Day 
would not go amiss. I have already donated and I am not too afraid to shame everybody else into making sure they 
do it as well! Get onto Google to find rednose.org.au and make sure you all give your $50-plus. Thank you. 
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